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Adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10 September 1996, the
Comprehensive Test-ban Treaty did not yet enter into force. Eight States - the United States
of America, Egypt, Israel, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Pakistan, India, China and the DPRK
(North Korea) - still need to ratify the Treaty for it to become formally part of the body of
international law. Although the countries that possess nuclear arsenals, with the exception of
North Korea, have been observing unilateral, voluntary moratoria on nuclear weapon tests for
several years now, the entry into force of the instrument is a longstanding goal of the
international community and would constitute a major achievement in promoting nuclear
non-proliferation and disarmament.
Several General Assembly resolutions have repeatedly urged those eight remaining States to
ratify the Treaty forthwith. Once in force, the CTBT would become a legally binding
commitment to prevent the development of nuclear weapons by non-nuclear weapon States
and of new types of nuclear weapons by States that already possess them.
The fact that no tests have been conducted by all but one State over the past years is no
reason for complacency. The entry into force of the Treaty would place on a firm legal basis a
well-developed system of verification and control to ensure compliance with its provisions.
To allow the Treaty to remain without legally binding force is a risk that may come to be
regretted. Each of the eight States whose ratification is necessary takes a great responsibility
by not ratifying.
The successful conclusion of the CTBT after a series of negotiations over a couple of decades
and its signature by an overwhelming majority of States is ample evidence of the political
commitment by the international community to bring it into force. Ratification will be seen as
honoring that commitment and would demonstrate that governments and civil society have
not abandoned efforts to achieve nuclear disarmament and prevent further proliferation of
nuclear weapons.
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